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APRIL ANTIQUES MAGAZINE-- Alice Winchester in an editorial discusses 
the refurnishing of the White House. "This historic house presents very 
special problems. It cannot be treated as a museum: it is both a public 
building and a residence, subject to constant wear and tear, and it is 
associated with more than a single historic era."" In a feature entitled 
"Preserving the Not-So-Old," Barbara Snow, managing editor, states, "We 
have selected a few other historic mid-19th-century houses from various 
sections of the country brought to our attention by the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation, which has long championed the cause of the 19th 
century and has done more than any other single agent to help local groups 
in their struggle to preserve historic buildings of every period." 


THE FINAL SKIRMISH in a legal war to preserve Walden Pond, Concord, 
Mass., in its natural state brought victory late in March. A Massachusetts 
Superior Court judge permanently enjoined Middlesex County Commissioners 
from "violating any more of the provisions of the deeds in which Walden 
Pond and its environs were left to the Commonwealth."" The dispute arose 
three years ago when the commissioners leveled woodland to provide better 
access to a public beach area where Red Cross water safety programs are 
conducted in the summer. A group known as the Save Walden Committee took 
legal action to halt the work. The wooden area around the pond served 
Henry David Thoreau, philosopher and author, as a retreat, 


SOUTH AFRICA-- A 45-minute full-color film, "Architecture - Mirror of 
Our Past," was presented to the Simon van der Stel Foundation by the 
Bottlers of Coco-Cola in South Africa. The film's aim is to encourage the 
restoration, preservation, and maintenance of South Africa's architectural 
heritage. The Simon van der Stel Foundation was formed to seek out and 
preserve the fast-edwindling historically and architecturally important 
buildings in the country. Of 3,000 eighteenth-century structures in 
existence at the beginning of the twentieth century, only 300 remain, The 
little-publicized foundation is spending thousands of pounds in buying and 
restoring historic buildings. ARCHIVES 
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ANOTHER LOUIS SULLIVAN DESIGNED-STRUCTURE, the 1892 Victoria Hotel 
in Chicago, is being demolished. Vacant for several years except for 
stores on the ground floor, it will be replaced by a modern shopping 
plaza as part of the city's downtown redevelopment. The three-story 
edifice, built in preparation for the Columbia Exposition in 1893,had its 
opulent era in the years before the 1920's. The four-faced clock in the 


hotel's tower will be given to the city. 


RESTORATION OF TWO EARLY BUILDINGS in New Orleans' French Quarter, 
the Cabildo and the Presbytere, will be started in the near future. Both 
three-story structures, built in 1794, are in drastic need of repair. 
After a long battle the work was authorized last year by the Louisiana 
legislature, making available funds to $900,000; final authorization came 
from the state administration in March. The Presbytere was built asa 
facility with the St. Louis Cathedral, while the Cabildo was the first 
capitol of Louisiana. Both buildings face Jackson Square and house the 


Louisiana state museum, 


A SUM OF $3,000 was recently voted by the Junior League of Savannah 
to Historic Savannah Foundation (a NT member). The fund will finance a 
study of possible restoration and preservation in the downtown area and 
finance publication of a pictorial brochure. In turn, the brochure will 
be used to obtain contributions to set up a revolving fund, which would 
take Historic Savannah's operation off a "crash"basis. The survey is to 
be made by Carl Feiss, city planning consultant,who visited Savannah last 
year as a Gilmer Series Lecturer and expressed admiration for Savannah's 
architectural value. Albert H. Stoddard, president of Historic Savannah, 
said the grant will allow the foundation to formulate a "comprehensive 
plan for coordinating Savannah's economic future with the preservation of 
what is best of her past." 


OLYMPIA (WASH, ) AUDUBON SOCIETY has completed a successful campaign 
to save from demolition and move to a new site the 105-year-old Sylvester 
Mansion, The society is seeking funds to restore the interior of the 
mansion; much of its original interior was brought around the Horn. The 
house was built in 1856 by Edmund Sylvester who laid out the city of 
Olympia in 1850 and gave Olympia its city park and the ground on which 
the capitol is built. 


PRESERVATION SOCIETY OF CHARLESTON, S. C. (a NT member), is seeking 
$64,000 to purchase and restore the Lining House, c. 1720. Houses of so 
early a period are rare in Charleston, though several built about this 
time exist on plantations outside the city. It was once the residence 
of Dr. John Lining,the druggist credited with making the first systematic 
instrument weather observations in America in 1737. Like most houses in 
this mid-town area, it combined a street-level business room with dwell- 
ing quarters in the rest of the structure. It is thought to be one of 
the earliest drug store sites remaining in the United States; its first 
drug store was opened in 1781, and its last was closed in 1960, with a 
short interim for other uses. 


Detroit City Hall, c. 1908 


CITY HALLS -- The battle over Detroit's Old City Hall continues to 
rage after 2 years. The city's Common Council voted for the Hall's destruc- 
tion, but in February it was given an informal stay of execution. "The 
people of Detroit should have a chance to vote on Old City Hall's future," 
Judge Lila M. Neuenfelt said when hearing a suit brought against the city 
by the Richard-Cadillac City Hall Committee. She got a promise from the 
city's corporation council that nobody would move toward razing the struc- 
ture; if so, she would issue an injunction. The city was charged with 
acting illegally in its plans to build an underground garage on the site. A 
poll showed that 75% of Detroiters favor keeping the building. With 17,000 
signatures, the question could be on the ballot at the November municipal 
election. The group expects to secure 100,000 signatures, in a month, to 
demonstrate widespread sentiment for preservation. 


Nicholas G. Morgan, Sr., writes, "A year or so ago, I wrote you rela- 
tive to the preservation of Salt Lake City's Old City Hall. You published 
pictures of this historic structure and materially aided in what we have 
now accomplished. Enclosed find newspaper clippings showing our proposed 
historic Pioneer Square where Mormon pioneers lived from 1847-50. To the 
right will be the restored City Hall, to be moved in April; in the left 
foreground, the restored Social Hall; in the left background, a reproduc- 
tion of the old Pioneer Fort; and in the center, the $3,000,000 city audi- 
torium being planned for construction. The article in your magazine 
(Vol. 10, No. 3, 1958) helped us win the fight. More than $200,000 is now 
available to move and restore the Old City Hall." 
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HOUSEHUNTER'S NEW TARGET: MIDTOWN MANORS -- "Hottest new property on 
the real estate market," states The Insider's Newsletter ("a report for 
busy women who need to know what's going on"), “is the rundown town house, 
for families with more courage than cash. All over the country, ‘Operation 
Rejuvenation’ is hitting midtown neighborhoods where shabby 25- to 100- 
year-old houses are being restored to grandeur, The fashionable Georgetown 
section of Washington, D.C., was largely a slum until 30 years ago. One- 
hundred-year-old houses which sold then for $1000 are now bringing upwards 
of $50,000. There is a ‘potential Georgetown’ in almost every big U. S. 
city; among them the Wilshire district in Los Angeles, College Hill in 
Providence, Lincoln Park in Chicago, Morningside in Miami, Society Hill in 
Philadelphia, the Garden District in New Orleans, Capitol Hill in Washing- 
ton."' Advice to would-be gamblers on a "prospective Georgetown" mansion is 
given under headings:Hidden Treasures, Hidden Hazards and Hidden How-To's. 


JAMES MONROE MEMORIAL FOUNDATION (a NT member) will lay the corner- 
stone of its new Memorial Library, with Masonic rites, on April 24.William 
H. King, president of the Virginia State Bar Association, will be the 
principal speaker at the luncheon preceding the ceremonies. The new build- 
ing, to be completed in approximately 8 months, is in the garden of the 
James Monroe Law Office, Fredericksburg, Va. 


DESTRUCTION BY NEGLECT -- “This ancient building with its lovely 
embellishment of paneling and detail has been ruthlessly neglected by the 
citizens of Delaware," charged Mrs. Mabel Ridgely, 88-year-old member of 
the Friends of Old Dover (a NIT member). She was talking about the Old 
State House on the Green, known as the second oldest state house in use in 
the country. The structure, which also served as a courthouse until 1874, 
was built in 1722 and renovated in 1787-92. “It is being weakened," con- 
tinued Mrs. Ridgley, “year by year by poor treatment, shabby electrical 
wiring and crowded conditions, and if something isn't done very shortly to 
maintain its strength,it will fall into complete decay." "Old Dover Days," 
sponsored annually by the Friends of Old Dover, will be held May 6 and 7. 


THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE has promised substantial help to the St. 
Augustine Historical Restoration and Preservation Commission (a NT member) 
in restoring the Spanish section of the city, which will celebrate its 
400th anniversary in 1965. The Park Service has an important stake in St. 
Augustine as a tourist center,since it operates two of the city's historic 
monuments, Castillo de San Marcos and Fort Matanzas. Federal funds are 
sought under a bill introduced in the House by Rep. Carroll D. Kearns 
(R.-Pa.)which would permit the federal government to match funds allocated 
by the states for similar projects. The commission will ask the Florida 
legislature for an appropriation of $175,000 and has been exploring the 
possibility of obtaining funds from foundations, private donors, and the 
Spanish government. The commission is restoring the Arrivas House (c.1712) 
in the old Spanish section, the area selected as the first choice of the 
commission for complete restoration, 


The National Trust for Historic Preservation is actively seeking new members. Mail 
or give this to a friend. Memberships available: Individual—Associate (Student, 
Teacher, Professional) $5 Active $10 Contributing $25 Sustaining $100 Life $1000; 
Organization—Active $25 Contributing $50 Sustaining $100; Corporation—$100 and up. 


